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40 Artists Share Their Favorite Shows of 2017

At the end of each year, critics and editors eagerly (and oh-so-
authoritatively) weigh in on what they found to be the best work of the last
12 months. But why not go straight to the source, asking some of our
favorite creatives what thrilled, moved, and inspired them in 2017? Here,
without further ado, we present a year-end wrap-up that lets the artists

decide what mattered.

Mira Dancy

Becky Kolsrud, “Allegorical Nudes” at JTT Gallery in New York

“This show featured a warm, electric blue—a flatly-handled, brilliantly-hued
kind of ‘body of water’ or ‘wave’ throughout. This bombardment of blue
created a warm electric buzz in the room, and gave buoyancy to her figures,
a cast of repeating characters that stare out from the paintings in resolute,
classical poses. In almost every painting, the blue of water threatens to wall-
over or erase an unflinching figure. The body and the blue are equally
constant and unpredictable—and each painting unravels a slightly different
riddle. Kolsrud's protagonists are in jeopardy—but her strong, confident
strokes of color, and inventive turns of logic, push the figures to the front.
The wall of blue, the symbolic, destructive force of water, is held impossibly
at bay by the confident and effortless rendering of a hand with red

fingernails.”



